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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Application filed 2/1 1 /2004. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On Page 8, 
line 5 "IMB's" should be deleted and replaced with -IBM's-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U S C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,18, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smith et al. (US 2001/0029524), hereafter Smith. 

Regarding claims 1,18, and 34, Smith discloses: 

a source of configuration data; and (Fig. 1 , info 140 and info 142) 
a configuration module that retrieves the configuration data at the request 
of a web service and is operative for generating data objects related to the 
configuration data and submitting each data object as a distributed object module 
to the web service. (Fig. 1, Email account compilation module 120 generates 
data objects from email account information (140, 142), which it then formats and 
sends to web services 170, 172 as distributed object modules (i.e. information 
that can be read by the services/application) 
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Regarding claims 2, 21, and 35-36 as applied to claims 1,18, and 34, Smith 
discloses: 

The configuration data is data used to access mailboxes. (Fig. 1 , email 
account information 140, 142 is information used to access mailboxes) 
Regarding claims 3 and 22, as applied to claims 1-2, 18 and 21, Smith 
discloses: 

The web service comprises an ISP that uses the information to access 
another ISP's email. (Fig. 1, Universal mail application 100 provides an internet 
service that allows user 190 to access email at other mail service providers using 
configuration data 140, 142.) 

Regarding claim 4 as applied to claims 1-2, Smith discloses: 

A gateway to access a mailbox (Fig. 4 discloses gateway server 410 used 
to access the mailbox) 

Regarding claims 5 and 23 as applied to claims 1-2, 4, 18, and 23, Smith 
discloses: 

The configuration information is used on the fly as a user selects an email 
account to check. ([0037]) 

Regarding claim 6 as applied to claim 1, Smith discloses: 

(Fig. 1) Email account compilation module 120 packages information from 
sources 140, 142 to be sent to email services 170, 172. 

Regarding claims 7 and 19 as applied to claims 1 and 18, Smith discloses: 
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The source of configuration data is a user device, (e-mail account 
information is initially provided to the system via user device 190) 

Regarding claims 8 and 20 as applied to claims 1, 7, and 18-19, Smith 
discloses: 

A web client interface to the web service application is disclosed in [0018]. 

5. Claims 1,18, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hutsch et al. (US 2001/0034771), hereafter Hutsch. 

Regarding claims 1, 18, and 34, Hutsch discloses: 

a source of configuration data; and ([0334] discloses information stored in 
external sources) 

a configuration module that retrieves the configuration data at the request 
of a web service and inoperative for generating data objects related to the 
configuration data and submitting each data object as a distributed object module 
to the web service. ([0034] discloses importing data from external sources (i.e. 
generating data objects from configuration data), which is then converted into a 
tree view ([0042]) upon a user request (i.e. formatting the objects as distributed 
object modules to be sent to a web service ([0337])) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 9-12, 16-17, 24-28, 33, and 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Baranshamaje (US 2004/0181580) in view of Temple ("The 
Complete Idiot's Guide to Microsoft Outlook 2000", page 16). 

Regarding claims 9, 24, and 37, Baranshamaje discloses: 

a user system having configuration data for accessing respective 
electronic mailboxes that are different from each other; and (Fig. 1 , clients 30-36 
have configuration data on them via the user.) 

a configuration module that retrieves configuration data required for 
accessing the different electronic mailboxes of a user, wherein said configuration 
module is operative for generating data objects for each electronic mailbox 
relating to the configuration data, and submitting each data object as a 
distributed object module to a web service for configuring access to the 
respective electronic mailboxes associated with each data object from either the 
web service or a targeted electronic mailbox without requiring a user to provide 
manually any configuration data for each electronic mailbox. (Fig. 14-18 disclose 
collecting information from the user system (via the user), which is turned into 
data objects when the user submits the web forms, which is then turned into a 
profile which is saved onto a server (i.e. a web service), see also [0188] which 
discloses that the user may register multiple email accounts in this way and 
accessed individually.) 

Regarding claims 10, 25, and 38, as applied to claims 9, 24, and 37, 

Baranshamaje discloses: 
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Fig. 2A discloses importing account settings and formatting the data into a 
portable email account data structure. (To be used with web services, i.e. the 
webmail client, or the portable email client when connected to the internet.) 
Regarding claims 11 and 26 as applied to claims 9 and 24, Baranshamaje 
discloses: 

The use of a web client (Fig. 14 shows a screen capture showing the use 
of Microsoft Internet Explorer™) 

Regarding claims 12 and 27, as applied to claims 9, 24 and 26, Baranshamaje 
discloses: 

The use of a PC or wireless device to access the web service (clients 30- 

36 in Fig. 1) 

Regarding claims 16 and 33 as applied to claims 9 and 24, Baranshamaje 
discloses: 

A plurality of user systems (Fig 1 , Clients 30-36) 

Regarding claims 17 and 28 as applied to claims 9 and 24, Baranshamaje 
discloses: 

The mailboxes reside on an internet server. (Fig. 1 , servers 60 and 62) 
Baranshamaje discloses al the limitations of claims 9-12, 16-17, 24-28, 33, and 
37-38 except that the information is provided without the user manually providing the 
information. 

The general concept of automatically importing email settings from email client 
programs on a user's computer is well known in the art as taught by Temple, which 
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teaches how an email program can import settings from other previously configured 
email programs. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Baranshamaje with the general concept of automatically importing 
email settings from email client programs on a user's computer as taught by Temple in 
order to eliminate user error when re-entering email account settings. 

8. Claims 13-14, 29-30, and 39-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baranshamaje and Temple as applied to claims 9, 24, and 37 above, 
and further in view of DeBusk et al. (US 2001/0016821), hereafter DeBusk. 

Baranshamaje and Temple teach all the limitations of claims 13-14, 29-30, and 
39-40 except for the configuration module being a COM ActiveX element. 

The general concept of implementing a configuration module as a COM ActiveX 
element is well known in the art as taught by DeBusk. ([0064] teaches the use of 
ActiveX components in a system which gathers medical information about patients.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Baranshamaje and Temple with the general concept of 
implementing a configuration module as a COM ActiveX element as taught by DeBusk 
in order to provide encapsulated reusable functionality. 

9. Claims 15, 31, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baranshamaje and Temple as applied to claims 9, 24, and 37 above, 
and further in view of Rajarajan et al. (US 2002/0143949), hereafter Rajarajan. 
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Baranshamaje and Temple teach all the limitations of claims 15, 31-32, and 41 
except for the configuration data being stored in XML on the server. 

The general concept of using XML to store configuration data for web service is 
well known in the art as taught by Rajarajan. ([0120]-[0122] teaches converting 
configuration data into an XML formatted file) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Baranshamaje and Temple with the general concept of using XML to 
store configuration data for a web service as taught by Rajarajan in order to reduce the 
overhead by providing a uniform data storage format. (Rajarajan [0010]) 
10. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baranshamaje, Temple, and Rajarajan as applied to claims 24 and 31 above, and 
further in view of Slothouber et al. (US 2003/0004961), hereafter Slothouber. 

Baranshamaje, Temple, and Rajarajan teach all the limitations of claim 32 except 
that the web service is SOAP compatible. 

The general concept of making a web service SOAP compatible is well known in 
the art as taught by Slothouber. ([0047]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Baranshamaje, Temple, and Rajarajan with the general concept of 
making a web service SOAP compatible as taught by Slothouber in order to provide an 
extensible messaging format to transmit XML parameters to services. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Michael E. Keefer whose telephone number is (571) 

270-1591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Foday 5:30am- 
0nm U3NIIWX3 IN^LVd AdOSIAU3dnS 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsu^ssful/thy examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fa^pnone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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